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Child Care is Essential to Economic Recovery
As all 50 states and the District of Columbia roll back restrictions related
to COVID-19 and reopen their economies, it is increasingly clear that
without significantly more support, the country’s collapsing child care
system will become a barrier to full economic recovery. News reports
confirm the catastrophic impact of the pandemic on the child care
system. Operating on razor-thin profit margins even before the pandemic,
many child care providers struggled to survive the initial stages of the
crisis. Those who have reopened face significant challenges related to the
increased costs of meeting safety guidelines and long-term underenrollment. These new challenges could sink countless providers even as
parents returning to the workforce increasingly need care.
While Congress did provide some support through the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security Act passed in March, it was nowhere near
sufficient to meet the myriad needs of the child care system. In many
states, the additional supports made available to providers through this
funding source have already expired or will do so shortly. Experts project
that the child care system needs at least $9.6 billion per month in
dedicated stabilization funding to survive this crisis.
Champions for child care in the House and the Senate, led by
Representative Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), Representative Bobby Scott
(D-VA) and Senator Patty Murray (D-WA), introduced the Child Care Is
Essential Act (H.R.7027; S.3874) as an attempt to provide the child care
system with the $50 billion it needs to survive and serve as a key
foundation of the country’s economic recovery. As Congressional leaders
continue developing the next COVID-19 relief legislation, it is critical that
they hear from you about the need to include significant support for the
child care system like that offered in the Child Care is Essential Act.
Contact your Senators today and urge them to include at least $50 billion for

RCPC Team Member Spotlight
My name is Julie Bryant, Director of Finance at
the Partnership for Children. August 4, 2020 will
be my 16th year working at the Partnership. I was
born in Concord, NC however, I have been a
Richmond County resident for over 30 years. My
education is in Business Administration.
I have worked in finance for more than 20 years. I
am very compassionate in all things and consider
myself a true humanitarian. I believe kindness, love
and compassion to be the greatest gifts anyone can
bestow upon others. I have three wonderful children
and two grandchildren with my third on the way. In
my spare time, I enjoy the outdoors, helping others,
gardening, fishing, and watching my children play
sports.

Circle of Parents
Sharing Ideas. Sharing Support
Circle of Parents provides a friendly, supportive environment led by parents
and other caregivers. It`s a place where anyone in a parenting role can
openly discuss the successes and challenges of raising children.
Circle of Parents will meet monthly to foster an open exchange of ideas,
support, information and resources. The group serves parents of children
ages birth to five. Until further notice, all meetings are being held remotely.
You will receive upcoming meeting information once you sign-up to participate in the program.
“I am glad I have other parents to talk with about potty training my 3-yearold godson.”
Sponsored by:
Richmond County Partnership for Children
315 South Lawrence St.
Rockingham, NC 28379
For more information call Sylvia Knotts
910.997.3773 ext. 29 or Elizabeth Rizzo ext. 25

Sessions are free!

Car Seats and Heatstroke
As temperatures continue to rise this summer, we want everyone to be safe! We
know it may be tempting to leave a sleeping baby in a car to not wake them up.
Or sometimes, young ones are so quiet you may
forget they are in the car. But we want to remind
everyone that leaving a child in a car is NEVER a
good idea, even when
temperatures are cooler.
Did you know:
A car can heat up 19 degrees within 10 minutes?
Young children’s bodies heat up 3 to 5 times
faster than adult bodies?
On average, every 10 days, a child dies from
heatstroke in a vehicle?

We can help reduce the risk of heat stroke with ACT:
Avoid heatstroke-related injury and death by never leaving a child alone in a car,
not even for a minute. And make sure to keep your car locked when you’re not
inside so kids don’t get in on their own.
Create reminders. Keep a stuffed animal or other mementos in your child’s car
seat when it’s empty and move it to the front seat as a visual reminder when your
child is in the back seat. Or place and secure your phone, briefcase, or purse in
the backseat when traveling with your child.
Take action. If you see a child alone in a car, call 911. Emergency personnel
wants you to call. They are trained to respond to these situations.
For more information about heattips for children,
visit

stroke, car seats, and other safety
https://www.safekids.org.

Professional Development Opportunities
Register for Classes through these websites:
Cumberland County Partnership for Children & Families
ccpfc.org
Southwestern Child Development Commission
Online Training
www.swcdcinc.org
NCDCDEE Online Training
ProSolutions (Health and Safety Trainings)
ncchildcare.ncdhhs.gov
Be Active Kids
www.beactivekids.org
Professional Development Webinars
edWeb.net
Richmond Community College Fall Registration going on now
through August 19, 2020 Call: (910) 410-1700
For assistance paying for college visit
T.E.A.C.H Scholarship Programschildcareservices.org

Child Care Heroes

Updated Legislative Recommendations for Infants
and Toddlers During the COVID-19 Pandemic
Congress needs to respond now to five critical needs of
babies to protect them during the COVID-19 pandemic
and ensure their continued strong development as some
semblance of normal life returns

Critical Area 1: Sustaining Child Care & Early Learning
Child care and other early learning supports are a key foundation on which the remainder of our economy
rests.

Critical Area 2: Boosting Economic Security
Paid sick days and paid family and medical leave boost families’ economic security.

Critical Area 3: Supporting Strong Families
Prevention services and family-centered child welfare can boost protective factors.

Critical Area 4: Supporting Strong Social-Emotional Health
Disasters can threaten strong social-emotional health.

Critical Area 5: Meeting Basic Needs
Diapers and good nutrition boost babies’ health.

Kiss them, then count them.
By responding to the 2020 Census and
counting every child in your home, you’ll
influence how much funding your
community receives over the next 10
years for schools, child care, and more.
For more information visit:

2020CENSUS.GOV

Richmond County Partnership for Children
PO Box 1944
315 South Lawrence Street
Rockingham, NC 28380
Phone: (910) 997-3773
Fax: (910) 997-5432
email: kchance@richmondsmartstart.org

We are on the web!
www.smartstartrichmond.org
RCPC Staff
Katrina Chance, Executive Director
kchance@richmondsmartstart.org
Julie Bryant, Director of Finance
jbryant@richmondsmartstart.org
Michell Kocan, CCR&R Administrator
mkocan@richmondsmartstart.org
Sylvia Knotts, Library & Project Coordinator
sknotts@richmondsmartstart.org
Elizabeth Rizzo, Program Coordinator & Evaluator erizzo@richmondsmartstart.org
Board Meetings Dates
Wednesday, August 19, 2020
All meetings will be held virtually until further notice. For information on joining the meetings contact
Katrina Chance at kchance@richmondsmartstart.org
The public is invited to attend these meetings.

Yes! I would like to make a contribution to the Richmond County Partnership for Children
My donation will be used to ensure all Richmond County children enter school healthy and
ready to succeed.
_____ $20 _____$50 _____$75 _____$100 _____ Other
Name __________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________
Phone Number, Fax Number, or E-Mail
__________________________________________________________________________
Make checks payable to Richmond County Partnership for Children and mail to:
P. O. Box 1944, Rockingham, NC 28380

