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Provider Appreciation Banquet
Over 125 Early Childhood Professionals from across the county gathered together on
Tuesday, May 14, 2019 at Cole Auditorium for the 18th Annual Child Care
Professional Appreciation Banquet hosted by Richmond County Partnership for
Children. Dr. Kimberly Johnson was the speaker for the evening. Dr. Johnson
delivered an uplifting, energetic message that included the importance of using active
listening, creative ideas and motivation to create more effective and trusting learning
environments for our youngest assets.
Following the presentation, certificates were presented recognizing educational
accomplishments to the following individuals: Kenisha Crouch, Ashley Woolard,
Maria Coppage, Shermonique McDonald, Serenity Sturdivant, Marsha Stone,
Aleacia Lambert, and Brittanee Moore.
Awards were given at the banquet. Winners of the awards were chosen by a panel of
judges based on letters of support written by parents and staff. Sandhills Children’s
Center was named “Child Care Center of the Year.” The next award presented was the
“Bernice Ratliff Outstanding Teacher Award.” Centers and homes were asked to have
parents nominate a child care provider to receive this award. The recipient of this award
was Terrie Miller of Mount Olive Christian Child Care.
The final award for the evening was the “Kathy Alexander Positive Attitude Award.”
Centers and homes were asked to nominate and have parents nominate a child care
provider that they felt always had a positive outlook on life. The recipient of this award
was Tomiko Sturdivant of Kid’s Zone.
The evening concluded with giving away door prizes from various local businesses.

Award Nominees
Listed you will find those that were nominated for the awards that were
given at the 18th Annual Provider Appreciation Banquet:
Center of the Year
Carla’s Country Daycare
Fairview Heights Pre-K
Kid’s World
Kid’s Zone
Monroe Avenue Pre-K
Mount Olive Christian Child Care
Roberdel Baptist Preschool
Sandhills Children’s Center
Sandy’s Creative Kids
Second Baptist Christian Academy

Positive Attitude
Salina Bright
Lauren Buie
Lynn McColl
Tomiko Sturdivant

Teacher of the Year
Tara Baldwin
Meredith Barber
Wilmur Barnes
Linda Bears
Teresa Benson
Amanda Boulware
Santanna Bullard
Alyssa Cain
Robin Caulder
Brianna Covington
Tammy Covington
Darlene Estridge
JoAnn Estridge
Beverly Johnson
Amber Lampley

Debbie Lancaster
Tammy Locklear
Missy Martin
Lynn McColl
Sherrie McMillian
Terrie Miller
Krista Moore
Hope Potter
Hattie Reep
April Robinson
Rebecca Sasser
Culinda Short
Amanda Thompson
Martie Tyler

Making Memories

Young Children and their Families in Richmond County

Did you know that...
• 3,156 children under six live in Richmond County?


2,082 children under six in Richmond County live in a household where the
sole parent or both parents in the household are working? This number
represents 66% of all children under six.

• 44% of children five years old or younger in the county live in a family whose
income is below the federal poverty level?
• 12% of children in Richmond County participated in the state subsidized child
care program in March to help offset the high cost of child care?
• 961 children age birth to five are in licensed child care centers in Richmond
County? This number includes children in NC Pre-K and Head Start/
Early Head Start programs. Of these children, 316 are birth to three years
old and 645 are children age three to five years old.
• 29 children age birth to five are in licensed family child care homes in
Richmond County? Of these children, 16 children are birth to three years
old and 13 children are age three to five years old.


As of January 2019, 228 children were served in a North Carolina Pre-K (NC
Pre-K) program in Richmond County? The NC Pre-K Program is designed
to provide high-quality educational experiences to enhance school
readiness for eligible four-year-olds. Most NC Pre-K programs are licensed.

Summer Safety Checklist
Summer means lots of children will be playing outdoors, but it's important to keep a safety
checklist in mind to keep children safe while they're having fun. Here are some great tips to
keep in mind during for children’s safety. Place this safety checklist on your fridge or bulletin
board as a reminder of ways you can keep your children safe and prevent injuries or accidents
from intruding on your summer fun. Try to stay out of the sun between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.,
when the sun is at its most intense peak, and try to stay in the shade as much as possible.
1. Practice Summer Sun Safety for Children
When it comes to protecting your children from the sun, sunscreen plays an important role. But
sunscreen is just one of the ways to guard against the sun's damaging rays. Because the sun's
rays can reflect off of the sand and water or other reflective surfaces, hats, and sunglasses can
also play an important role in preventing UV damage.
 Apply sunscreen. At least 30 minutes before going outdoors use a generous amount of
UVA- and UVB- blocking sunscreen with an SPF of at least 15 and reapply every two hours or
more often after swimming or sweating, regardless of skin tone.
 Sun-protective clothing. Dress children in hats with wide brims and tightly-woven cotton
clothing or clothes that have SPF built-in (many children' clothes, especially swimsuits, have
sun protection in them nowadays).
 Shop for some cool shades. Look for children' sunglasses that block 99 to 100 percent of
UVA and UVB rays.
Remember that you can still get sunburn even if it's cloudy.
2. Protect Against Bugs
Insects such as potentially disease-carrying mosquitoes and bees can also be harmful to
children. To protect your child against bugs:
 Use insect repellents to guard against ticks, which can carry Lyme Disease, and
mosquitoes, which can carry the West Nile Virus and other viruses. Many repellents are
made with DEET, an effective insecticide that is toxic or even potentially deadly if swallowed.
If you do use a product containing DEET, it's crucial not to apply the product to a child's hands
or face to avoid possible ingestion; it's also important to wash off the product before bed to prevent overexposure to the chemical.
 Wear long sleeve shirts and long pants when going outside, particularly at dusk when
mosquitoes are more likely to be present.
 Never leave stagnant pools of water around the house. Pools of water can serve as
breeding grounds for mosquitoes.
3. Prevent Dehydration
Whether your child is playing running around in the park with some buddies or playing soccer,
it's important to keep in mind that frequent water breaks are very important to prevent
dehydration. Your child should drink water before exercise and during breaks, which should be
about every 15 to 20 minutes. On particularly hot and humid days, it's also a good idea for
adults to spray down children with some water from a spray bottle.

Continued…

4. Practice Food Safety
Foodborne illnesses increase in the summer because bacteria grow faster in warmer
temperatures and humidity. On top of that, more people are eating and preparing food outdoors,
at picnics and barbecues, where refrigeration and places to wash hands are not readily available.
To prevent foodborne illnesses:
 Be sure to wash your hands before preparing or serving any food. Make sure your
children wash their hands, or at least use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer, before eating.
 Never cross-contaminate. Do not allow any raw meat or poultry to come into contact with
any other food or plates or utensils.
 Consider the temperature. Use a thermometer and be sure to cook all meat and poultry to
the correct temperatures to kill any harmful bacteria. Keep all perishable foods in the
refrigerator and do not keep leftovers unrefrigerated for more than one or two hours.
5. Avoid Trampoline Danger
Over 90,000 emergency-room visits were related to trampoline injuries in 2001, according to
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC). Never let more than one child use the
trampoline at a time, do not let children do somersaults, and do not allow children younger than
6 play on a full-sized trampoline, and move the trampoline away from other structures or play
areas.
6. Warn Children About Hiding in Enclosed Spaces
Teach children to never play hide and seek by crawling inside an enclosed space such as a car
trunk, chest, or old cooler or appliance.
7. Use Caution When Doing Yardwork
Never allow children to ride on lawnmowers or to play near motorized lawn equipment. Do not
allow children under age 12 to operate push mowers and do not allow children younger than 16
to operate ride-on lawnmowers. In addition to lawnmowers, be sure to never allow your young
child to ride an ATV (all-terrain vehicle). ATVs were responsible for 74 deaths and 37,000
injuries in the U.S. in 2008. The AAP recommends that no child under 16 ride on an ATV.
8. Safeguard Home Playgrounds
If you have a backyard playground or play equipment, make sure the ground beneath the
equipment is soft enough. Surfaces made of concrete, asphalt or dirt are too hard and do not
absorb enough impact in the event of a fall. Instead, the CPSC recommends using at least 9
inches of mulch or wood chips.
Adapted from Katherine Lee

Don't Forget Helmets
Children should wear a helmet whenever he/she is on anything with wheels,
such as a scooter, bicycle, or roller skates. A helmet is the most important device available that
can reduce head injury and death from a bicycle crash, according to Safe Children USA. And
be sure to set a good example by always wearing your helmet when riding your bike.

Avoid using scented soaps or perfumes on your child. And do not allow your
child to walk around carrying sweetened beverages, such as fruit juices. These
sweet, strong scents can attract bees and wasps and increase your child's risk of
being stung.

Guard Against Drowning
Each year, more than 830 children ages 14 and under die as a result of accidental drowning, and
an average of 3,600 children are injured in near-drowning incidents. Between May and August,
drowning deaths among children increase by a whopping 89 percent. If you have a swimming
pool or if your child will be near one, it is crucial to put multiple safety measures in place to
keep children safe.
 Put barriers around the pool to restrict access. Use doors with locks and alarms to keep
children out when adults are not present.
 Never leave children unsupervised. Even if your grade-schooler is a confident and
capable swimmer, do not leave the pool area without adult supervision if children are in or near
the water.
 Remember that drownings can happen silently. You may not hear splashing or a call for
help—a drowning can happen in minutes and may be silent.
 Do not use flotation devices. Inflatable “floaties” and other flotation devices and toys can
give children who cannot swim a false sense of security.
 Learn CPR. You may never need to use it, but knowing CPR for adults and for children is
something that can mean the difference between life and death in an emergency.
 Learn about the dangers of secondary drowning, which can happen on dry land, hours
after a child inhales water into the lungs.
 Do not assume that a teen or relative will be watching. Talk to them about not using
cellphones, texting, or allowing other distractions while supervising children in the water.

July-September 2019 Training Calendar
ITS-SIDS
Tuesday, August 20, 2019
6:30pm-8:30pm
Cost: $5.00
Location: RCPC
Taught by: Michell Kocan
In this session you will be introduced to infant/
toddler safe sleep standards in North
Carolina, and best practices. We will discuss
adopting safe sleep practices and creating a
safe sleep environment to reduce the risk of
SIDS.
Must register by 4:00pm August 13, 2019

Toxic Stress and Its Impact on Children

Thursday, September 5, 2019
6:30pm-8:30pm
Cost: $5.00 Location: RCPC
Taught by: Karen Walker

Stress is a fact of life, no matter your age. Some stress is
good for us-it keeps us attentive, sharp, productive, and
learning. Toxic Stress affects brain development and
learning in young children, and can have long- lasting
effects. This session will help participants define stress
responses and understand the difference between
“tolerable” and “toxic” stress. We will look at the long term
effects of Toxic Stress and investigate practices for
mitigating those effects and promoting resilience in young
children.

Must register by 4:00pm August 22, 2019

Looking for self-paced online trainings? Visit
www.swcdcinc.org and check their registration page for
available trainings that you can do in the comfort of your
home at your leisure.

Register now for fall semester at Richmond
Community College, classes begin August 15. If you
need assistance contact Michell Kocan at
910-997-3773 ext. 22
Board Meetings Dates
August 21, 2019 @ 12:00pm
October 16, 2019 @ 12:00pm
November 13, 2019 @ 12:00pm
All meetings are held at Richmond County Partnership for Children
315 South Lawrence Street Rockingham, NC 28379
The public is invited to attend these meetings.

Parent Corner
Rainbow Caterpillar Gear Toy

The rainbow caterpillar encourages imaginative play; helps promote hand/eye coordination, color
recognition, and fine motor skills. Turn the gears slowly and watch the interlocking gears move to make
the caterpillar crawl. Children can rotate, remove, and rearrange the colorful gears. Appropriate for 18
months & up.

Liquid Tile Mats

Create a colorful floor space with these bright, futuristic Liquid Tile Mats. Children and adults alike
will all gaze in wonder as they step on each mat and watch the liquid move with the pressure of their
feet as they walk.
These featured items are available for check-out in our Resource Lending Library

Early Literacy
Today’s Readers Are Tomorrow’s Leaders

Early literacy is part of a new understanding of how children develop reading, writing, and
language skills. According to this understanding, literacy includes listing, speaking, reading and
writing and is an on-going developmental process. Literacy development literacy begins early in life
and is very much dependent on the influence of one’s environment. Evolving literacy skills in young
children have been linked to their exposure to learning environments (at home, day care, preschool,
or Head Start) prior to attending school. The development of literacy skills through early experiences
with books and stories is critically linked to a child’s later success in learning and life.
Since parents play an important role in their children’s literacy development. Parents are a child’s
first teacher and they need information, materials, and support to help their children become
successful readers. Parents raising children in poverty are less likely to be able to buy books, less
likely to have easy access to good books, and more likely to have limited literacy skills themselves. It
is especially important to reach these families early and to support the parents as they help their
children enter school ready to learn and succeed. Reading aloud to children is the single most
important activity for literacy development and reading success. Children who are read to from an
early age are more successful at learning and life.

Summer Reading 2019
Leath Memorial Library
(910)895-6337

PROGRAMS
Thursday-10:00am
July 11-Animal Stars
July 18-Star Trek
July 25-Space Adventure

MOVIES
Every Friday at
10:00am
June 14-August 16

Star Lab-Moorehead Planetarium
4 programs
10:00, 11:00, 12:00, and 1:00
August 1-Aliens
August 8-Many Moons Ago
August 15-A Universe of Stories
August 22-Grand Finale

CRAFTS
Visit www.srls.info
to register and log
minutes!

Must pre-register
July 15 & August 12
9:30-10:30
10:45-11:30
Limited to 40 per session

Richmond County Partnership for Children
PO Box 1944
315 South Lawrence Street
Rockingham, NC 28380
Phone: (910) 997-3773
Fax: (910) 997-5432
email: kchance@richmondsmartstart.org

We are on the web!
www.smartstartrichmond.org
Follow us on Facebook
RCPC Staff
Katrina Chance, Executive Director
kchance@richmondsmartstart.org
Julie Bryant, Director of Finance
jbryant@richmondsmartstart.org
Michell Kocan, CCR&R Administrator
mkocan@richmondsmartstart.org
Mamie Legrand, Program Coordinator Evaluator
mlegrand@richmondsmartstart.org
Sylvia Knotts, Library & Project Coordinator
sknotts@richmondsmartstart.org

Yes!

I would like to make a contribution to the

Richmond County Partnership for Children
My donation will be used to ensure all Richmond County children enter school healthy and
ready to succeed.
_____ $25 _____$50 _____$75 _____$100 _____ Other
Name __________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________
Phone Number, Fax Number, or E-Mail
__________________________________________________________________________
Make checks payable to Richmond County Partnership for Children and mail to:
P. O. Box 1944, Rockingham, NC 28380

