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September was Attendance Awareness Month 
 

Missing school is a big deal whether your child is in Pre-K, 3rd grade, 7th grade 

or a senior!  North Carolina defines ‘chronically absent’ as missing 10% of 

school days during the academic year.  Students who are chronically absent from 

school are more likely to read below grade level and not graduate on time.  

Chronically absent students are also at a greater risk for a number of 
negative long-term consequences such as being more likely to             
experience poverty, diminished mental and physical health, and           
involvement in the criminal justice system as an adult.  U.S. Department of Edu-

cation (DOE) 2013-2014 Civil Rights Data Collection 

 
According to the NC Early Childhood Foundation’s August 2018 Issue Brief, 

Regular school attendance puts children on track for becoming proficient  

readers by the end of third grade.  About one in nine young students in North 

Carolina misses more than 15 days of school every year—a rate of school 

 absence that research shows can hinder learning—and there are large disparities 

among school districts and demographic groups.  In some school districts and 

for some populations, as many as 23 percent of students are chronically absent 

in the early grades. 

 

What can parents and families do to encourage regular school attendance: 

 

1. Set school attendance as an expectation and non-negotiable in your home. 

2. Talk about the importance of education with your child. 

3. Send your children to school when they are not sick. 

4. Be involved!  Help your children 

experience school success. 
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October is Fire Prevention Month 

Did you know… 
 
 You have no more than 3 minutes to escape a burning building? 
 More people die from smoke inhalation than from fire itself? 
 Fire creates so much smoke that a room turns pitch black in minutes? 
 The toxic fumes created by a fire can kill you within a few breaths? 
 Heat produced by a fire can exceed temperatures of more than 1000 degrees F, yet               

temperatures of more than 150 degrees F can cause your body to shut down? 
 
Keeping Safe 
 
The first step in any fire prevention plan is to ensure all fire alarms, sprinkler systems and  
extinguishers are fully operational.  Follow this with a detailed escape route from every room in 
your home or facility.  Use a piece of graph paper and draw the outline of your home or facility 
marking each room, window, door and stairwell.  Use arrows to make exit points.  Practice your 
escape routes monthly to ensure everyone knows exactly what to do should a fire occur. 
 
It is equally important to teach children fire safety.  Some simple tips include: 
 
 Showing the children how to stop, drop and roll if their clothing catches fire—have them  
 practice doing this 
 Teaching them to alert an adult if they see smoke or fire 
 Showing them the safe spot (where to go) once they are outside a burning building 
 Borrowing books from the library that explain fire safety 
 Visiting your local fire station 
 
And of course, saving lives begins by preventing fires.  You need to : 
 
 Keep all matches and flammables away from a child’s reach 
 Keep exits, doorways, and stairwells free of clutter at all times 
 Ensure curtains, blankets and bedspreads are not close to heat sources such as the stove, space 

heaters, radiators, heat vents, etc. 
 
As with anything, how much you know is not as important as what you do with what you know.  
Please take a moment and call your local fire department for more lifesaving fire tips. 
 
 



October-December 2018 Training Calendar 

Learning is Happening Right Before Your Eyes:   

Seeing & Supporting Infant and Toddler Cognitive  

Development 

 
Saturday, November 10, 2018 

9:00am-3:00pm  

Richmond County Partnership for Children 

.5 CEU         $25.00 

Class to be taught by Tonya McCall 

 

Many adults still think of babies as helpless and simply a 

“clean slate”.  In fact, if you watch infants and toddlers  

closely, you will see that in almost every waking moment they 

are engaged in thoughts and actions of discovery and learning.  

These thoughts and actions are the complex learning  

processes and abilities that we will discuss as we define 

“cognitive development”.  We will further describe cognitive 

development in terms of six different types of discoveries 

infants and toddlers make when they explore and experiment 

with the things and people in their world.  Opportunities to 

apply your knowledge of these discoveries will help you see 

the learning that is  happening as infants and toddlers are  

developing cognitively.  In the end, you will leave with some 

strategies and experiences you can use daily to support infant 

and toddler cognitive development.  This training provides 

information that supports several of the ITERS-R subscales.   

 

How Your Child Care Program Can  

Support Immunization 

 
Thursday, October 18, 2018  

6:30pm-8:00pm  

Richmond County Partnership for Children 

1.5 Contact Credit Hours     $5.00 

Class to be taught by Marsha Williams 
 

This training will help participants to understand the role that 

immunizations play in early childhood development and the 

health of your child; describe vaccine-preventable diseases 

that commonly occur in child care settings; describe ways 

that their child care program can support immunization; and 

better understand NC Immunization laws and NC DCDEE 

rules about immunizations in child care. 

 

You must register to attend this training by 4pm on  

ITS-SIDS 

 
Monday, November 12, 2018 

6:30pm-8:30pm 

Richmond County Partnership for Children 

2.0 Contact Credit Hours     $5.00 

Class to be taught by Michell Kocan 

 

In this session you will be introduced to 

infant/toddler safe sleep standards in North 

Carolina, and best practices.  We will  

discuss adopting safe sleep  

practices and creating a safe sleep  

environment to reduce the risk of SIDS. 

 

Overview: Part 7, Precautions in 

Transporting Children  

 
Tuesday, November 6, 2018 

6:30pm-7:30pm  

Richmond County Partnership for Children 

1.0 Contact Credit Hour         $5.00 

Class to be taught by Marsha Williams 

 

 

Participants will learn about the safe 

transportation of children for routine 

and special occasion travel. They will 

learn how to keep children and other  

passengers safe while in a car, bus, or 

while walking. Participants will also 

learn about saving driving practices and 

vehicle safety.  (Training created by NC 

Child Care Health and Safety Resource 

Center, 2018.) 

 

If you have already completed the 

Pro Solutions “PRECAUTIONS IN 

TRANSPORTING CHILDREN” 

training you DO NOT need to take 

this class. 
 

 



Richmond County Partnership for Children 
PO Box 1944 

315 South Lawrence Street 
Rockingham, NC 28380 
Phone: (910) 997-3773 

Fax: (910) 997-5432 
email: mlegrand@richmondsmartstart.org 

We are on the web! 
www.smartstartrichmond.org 

Follow us on Facebook 

Yes!  I would like to make a contribution to the  

 

   Richmond County Partnership for Children 

 
My donation will be used to ensure all Richmond County children enter school healthy and 

ready to succeed. 

 

  _____ $25   _____$50     _____$75     _____$100     _____ Other 

 

Name       __________________________________________________________________     

Address   __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number, Fax Number, or E-Mail 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

   Make checks payable to Richmond County Partnership for Children and mail to: 

       P. O. Box 1944, Rockingham, NC 28380 

 


