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Richmond County Partnership for Children 

There are only 2,000 days between the time a 

baby is born and when the child begins 

kindergarten. Experiences during this time have a 

lasting impact on later learning, health, and success. 

All children’s brains are constructed through an ongoing 

process that begins before birth and continues into 

adulthood. Like the construction of a home, the building 

process begins with laying the foundation, framing the 

rooms, and wiring the electrical system in a predictable 

sequence. A strong foundation in the early develop-

mental years increases the probability of positive out-

comes later in life. 

Richmond County Partnership for Children 

works cohesively and partners with various agency(ies) 

within the county to ensure that all children (ages 0-5) 

have access to high quality, affordable early care and 

education.  This ensures that children are healthy and 

prepared to succeed in school, supporting strong 

families, and building a strong early childhood system 

in Richmond County.  Richmond County Partnership for 

Children endeavors to build 

brighter futures for all 

children (ages 0-5) in 

Richmond County. 
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Thank You 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

The Board of Directors and staff of Richmond County Partnership for Children are pleased to 
share with you this 2018 Annual Report, which highlights our recent achievements and the 
local programs we administer and support for families with children ages birth to five.    
 
In the last year, we have seen much progress in our work in providing young children in 
Richmond County and their families with the services they need to thrive.  As a result of the 
programs we support, children accessed high quality, affordable early childhood programs, 
were safer and healthier, and parents were better able to meet their child(ren)’s needs.  
Thanks to our local partners, advocates, and early childhood professionals for helping us to 
reach our goals.  
 
With your continued help, we can ensure that all children in Richmond County are prepared 
to succeed in school and life, regardless of where they live, or how much their family makes,   
or what they look like.  It is our responsibility as parents, grandparents, professionals, and 
community members to address the needs of children today and help ensure a prosperous 
future for Richmond County.  We look forward to another year of service and success.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mamie LeGrand 

Interim Executive Director 
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2017-2018 Board of Directors 

Richmond County  

Partnership for Children Staff 

 Allison Duckworth, Chair 

(First Health) 

Rev. Steve Crews, Vice-Chair 

(Church of God of Prophecy) 

Rhonda Phillips, Secretary 

(Kid’s World) 

Wiley Mabe, Treasurer 

(Retired) 

Justin Clark 

(Sandhills Children’s Center)  
 

Dr. Tommy Jarrell 

(Richmond County Health Dept.) 

Jennifer Murray 

(Richmond Community College) 

Christy Land 

(First Health) 
Sharon Setzer 

Sabrina McDonald 

(City of Rockingham) 

 

Marcia Lambeth 

(Triple L Farms) 

Kelly Monroe 

(Merle Norman) 

Susan Kelly 

(RC Cooperative Extension) 

Michelle Parrish 

(The United Way) 
 

(Designees) 

Mamie LeGrand 

Interim Executive Director 

Julie Bryant 

Director of Finance 

Michell Kocan 

Administrator, Child Care Resource 

and Referral 

Mamie LeGrand 
Program Coordinator-Evaluator 

Reach Out and Read Coordinator 

Sylvia Knotts 

 
Library & Project Coordinator 

 

 

 
Want to connect with one of our staff members? 

Call us at (910) 997-3773. 
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Child Care Health Consultant:  CCHC services were accessed and utilized by all 32 child care facilities.  The 
CCHC program positively impacts the children, families and staff of our licensed Early Childhood Programs (ECE) 
by providing services that help to ensure their health, safety and learning environments.  100% of providers (via 

training evaluations and surveys) stated that the TA/trainings provided addressed their needs and increased their 
knowledge of the topics covered.  

Child Care Resource & Referral:  RCPC staff hosted the 17th Annual Provider Appreciation Banquet.  The ban-

quet is held each year and provides an opportunity for the LP staff to remind early childhood professionals about the 

importance of the work they do each day with our county’s youngest assets. In the lending library, there was a total 

of 442 visits using the resources available for early childhood professionals, parents, teachers, and churches. 

Child Care Star Enhancement:  During the 2017-2018 fiscal year, 16 child care facilities with 4 or 5 star licensure 

status received quarterly payments via the Star Enhancement Program.  Only facilities with a 4 or 5 star status are 

eligible to participate in this program which helps them maintain the high star rating. 

Child Care Subsidy:  During FY 2017-2018, a total of 445 families with children (ages 0-5) were given child 
care subsidy assistance to aide the families in employment and/or furthering their education. 

NCPreK:  At the end of FY 17-18, 171 children took the PALS which included letter identification.   Of the 171 chil-

dren, 76% (130/171) of students knew 19 or more upper case letters of the alphabet; 32% (55/171) of students 

could identify all upper case letters of the alphabet; 95% (163/171) of students could count beyond 10—many of 

them could count beyond 20; and 91% (155/171) of the students knew their first/last name and could write their 

name.  Results provided at PALS post tests. 

Professional Development: During FY 2017-2018, 43 childcare providers received supplemental payments.  

These 43 childcare providers were employed at 17 childcare facilities in Richmond County.  These individuals im-

pacted the quality of care for 776 children ages birth to five. 

Sandhills Children’s Center:  Aden is a special boy with an outgoing personality now.  He has come a long 
way from his start with SCC.  Aden was unable to walk and talk.  He has had to overcome many personal 

issues in his life due to neglect and child abuse.  Aden is now walking and is starting to talk.  He gets around 
so good now and he gives his brother a run for his money.  Aden is a little blessing, and he has captured the 

hearts of his teachers and all of the staff members that have come to know him.  

Reach Out and Read:  A total of 1,327 families with children (ages 6 months to 5 years) were given new age-

appropriate books during the child’s well-child visit (at MCM Pediatrics) to promote early literacy and encourage par-

ent-child interaction. 

.  

FY 17-18 Impact Snapshot 

MISSION 
Richmond County Partnership for Children’s mission is to create a higher quality of life for children aged birth to 

five in Richmond County.   

RESULTS 
This year, Richmond County Partnership for Children made steady 

progress toward our shared goal of building brighter futures for children in Richmond County. 

Here are a few highlights of our accomplishments during 2017-2018: 
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Our Financials 

Special Thanks to our Contributing 

Partners: 

 

All About Books; Ashleigh Arey; Sarah 

Auman; Best Buy; Board; Diane 

Brown; Michelle Brown; Julie Bryant;    

Sharris Campbell; Gonzalez Carolina; 

Justin Clark; Convenience Corner; 

Jessica Corner; Brandi Covington; 

Crystal Cox; Steve Crews; Tanya 

Dennis; Dieffenbach; Discount School 

Supply; Allison Duckworth; Krista Ed-

wards; Evolution Health Club; Execu-

tive Committee; Governance Commit-

tee; First Book; First Health; Hodges 

Lawn & Landscape; Marvin Hudson; 

Dr. Tommy Jarrell.; Kaplan; Susan 

Kelly; Marcia Lambeth; Christy Land; 

Mamie LeGrand; Lisa Leviner; Mark 

Long; Wiley Mabe; Medical Center 

Special Thanks to our Contributing 

Partners: 

 

Autumn Milligan; Keli McNeill; Sabrina 

McDonald; Kelly Monroe; Jennifer 

Murray; Terry & Tommy Nichols; Mi-

chelle Parrish; Peking Wok; Rhonda 

Phillips; Richmond County Health De-

partment; Richmond County Partner-

ship Staff; Richmond County Schools;  

Sharon Setzer; Simply Chic Mono-

gram; State Employees Combined 

Campaign; Superior Cranes; The 

North Carolina Partnership for Chil-

dren; Veach Lawn & Lumber; Angela 

Watkins, WAYN; Michelle & Marcus 

West. 

 

 

 

Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2016 

Child Care Health Consultant $49,450 

Child Care Resource & Referral $127,325 

Child Care Star Enhancement $43,759 

Child Care Subsidy $172,000 

Child Care Subsidy Administration $7,000 

Community Awareness $14,350 

NCPreK $125,900 

Professional Development $106,550 

Program Coordination-Evaluation $119,350 

Reach Out and Read $14,500 

Sandhills Children’s Center $61,200 

Smart Start Administration $93,132 

Total Expenditures $934,516 
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Child Care Provider Banquet 

Child Care Providers Honored 

 

A local child care facility and two child care professionals were honored at the Richmond County Part-

nership’s 17
th
 Annual Child Care Professional Appreciation Banquet.  Sandhills Children’s Center was 

named Child Care Center of the Year.  Justin Clark, Director of Sandhills Children’s Center, earned the 

Kathy Alexander Positive Attitude Award.  Hope Potter, of Roberdel Baptist Preschool, was the named 

Outstanding Teacher.   

 

A number of child care professionals attended the annual banquet, which also recognizes teachers who 

advanced their early childhood education as well as child care facilities that increased their star ratings 

in the last year. 

 

“Increased child care star ratings and education levels of teachers prove that quality child care is pro-

vided in Richmond County, ” said Martha Vance Brown, former Executive Director of the Partnership.  

North Carolina uses a five star rating scale to evaluate facili- ties relative 

to program standards and educa-

tion.   
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Week of the Young Child 
Early Years Are Learning Years 

 

 The Week of the Young Child is an annual celebration sponsored by the National Association for the Edu-

cation of Young Children (NAEYC), the world’s largest early childhood education association, with over 100,000 

members and a network of local, state, and regional Affiliates.     

 The purpose of the  Week of the Young Child is to focus public attention on the needs of young children, 

their families and the early childhood programs and services that meet those needs.   

 The Week of the Young Child is a time to recognize that children’s opportunities are our responsibilities, 

and to recommit ourselves to ensuring every child experiences the type of learning environment at home, at child 

care, at school and in the community that will promote and enhance their early learning. 

 

 In June 2017, there were 127,404 investigated reports of child abuse and/or neglect in North Carolina.  Our future is de-

pendent upon our children being nurtured in a healthy environment today.  All children deserve the right to grow up in an environ-

ment that’s conducive to their learning and development.  Programs are constantly being developed that will help parents in com-

municating and interacting with their children. 

North Carolina law requires that any adult who suspects that abuse is occurring must make a report. Click here for information on 

how to make a referral in the state of North Carolina. 

https://www.preventchildabusenc.org/about-child-abuse/recognizing-responding-to-child-maltreatment
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj_gYWt6IjTAhXFYiYKHTZiDb4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.avancehouston.org%2Fnews%2Fweek-of-the-young-child-2011%2F&psig=AFQjCNFeKBI9VAenax8XhE3gnDmNZKJjdQ&ust=
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Stay Connected! 

Richmond County Partnership for Children 

315 S Lawrence Street • Rockingham, NC 28379 

www.smartstartrichmond.org 

(910) 997-3773 

Richmond County  

Partnership for Children 

315 S Lawrence Street 

Rockingham, NC 28379 


